
 

       
 
 
 South Central Health Recognized by Chartis as a Top 100 Critical Access Hospital  

 
 
2-12-2025 – South Central Health in Wishek, ND, today announced it has been named among 
the 2025 Top 100 Critical Access Hospitals by The Chartis Center for Rural Health. Chartis’ annual 
Top 100 award program honors outstanding performance among the nation’s rural hospitals 
based on the results of the Chartis Rural Hospital Performance INDEX®. 
 
“I am honored to once again announce that we have been named a Top 100 Critical Access 
Hospital (CAH) in the nation for 2025.  To be named as a Top 100 CAH any year is an amazing 
accomplishment on its own but to be recognized Three Years in a Row, six times total, shows the 
amazing dedication that all of you have to SCH and the patients that we serve. There are 
currently 1,353 (13 less than last year at this time.) CAHs in the United States. So being named 
Top 100 puts us in the top 7% of CAHs in the nation.” Lukas Fischer, CEO South Central Health. 
 
“The Top 100 Critical Access Hospitals award program elevates the very best performers and helps 
create a roadmap for those seeking to improve financial and operational performance while 
continuing to care for the communities they serve,” said Michael Topchik, Executive Director, The 
Chartis Center for Rural Health. “This is our 15th year recognizing the Top 100 Critical Access 
Hospitals and we’re thrilled to be able to celebrate this milestone with this year’s winners.” 
 
The INDEX is the industry’s most comprehensive and objective assessment of rural hospital 
performance. Leveraging publicly available data, the INDEX is utilized nationwide by rural 
hospitals, health systems with rural affiliates, hospital associations, and state offices of rural health 
to measure and monitor performance across a variety of areas impacting hospital operations and 
finance. 
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